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background, seasoning the flavor pro-
file but not contributing much of their 
taste characteristics. The blend can be 
coaxed to bite if you try to get more 
flavor than it delivers. Just smoke it 
evenly and slowly, and enjoy the flavors 
that are there.    

Marlin Flake: Rattray
Gage: Similar in profile to Reiner Long 
Golden Flake, which is another superb 
Virginia flake produced in long, cake-
pressed strips, Marlin Flake’s tin aroma 
is like whiffing a glass of prune juice. 
These luscious, fat strips of dark aged 
and flue-cured Virginia are flecked with 
black Cavendish and Perique. While 
Long Golden contains more light 
Virginias and is lightly cased (not to 
its detriment), Marlin is considerably 
darker and not cased, and that may 
make a difference to some. The dense 
flakes benefited from a day of drying.

Keeping the accolades to a minimum, 
this is an outstanding offering. The 
minimal addition of black Cavendish 
makes this relatively unique among 
Virginia-Perique flakes. As good as it is 
out of the tin, this should develop with 
two or more years of cellaring.

Harb: This is a straight red Virginia 
blend that is presented in long, partially 
broken flakes. After tearing them into 
short strands, the flakes were easy to rub 
out. The flake form can retain moisture, 
so I allowed the ribbons to dry before 
loading them in a pipe. The composi-
tion is mostly medium to dark brown 
tobaccos. At first light, the smoke was 
zesty and sweet, with hints of plum and 
chocolate. After the charring light, the 
blend smoked smooth and burned slow 
with a medium flavor level. I preferred 
Marlin Flake in a larger, deep bowl so 
that the smoke could season the under-
lying tobacco as I progressed down the 
bowl. By mid-bowl, the flavors devel-
oped a deep richness, the sweetness 
continued to develop, and the flavor 
level became increasingly more intense. 
This is a comfortable blend that fea-
tures well-processed, aged and matured 
Virginia tobaccos and deserves a place 
on your to-try list. I welcome it as 
another Virginia blend for my rotation.       

Hal O’ The Wynd: Rattray’s
Gage: This chunky ribbon-cut bro-
ken flake was described as “all- 
Virginian” in the old Rattray catalog. 

Old-time tobacco descriptions were 
often less than forthcoming, so it is 
entirely possible the use of accent tobac-
cos was not mentioned. Today’s mix-
ture incorporates Burley and Perique, 
which make a subtle contribution. I 
detected a bit of Perique-like twang and 
Burley earthiness that really reminded 
me of Escudo (even though Escudo 
does not contain Burley) and, ironi-
cally, a bit like the departed Burley-
based Edgeworth. If you miss that 
blend, you might find this a satisfying 
replacement. The tin aroma delivers 
notes of currant and chocolate.

Hal O’ The Wynd is a sweet and 
cool-smoking mixture, but it’s also 
fruity and quite tangy. It was almost 
impossible to overheat, even with vig-
orous puffing. While the leaf is clearly 
well-aged, it still seemed a bit youth-
ful, with some grassy overtones and a 
slightly sour finish. While this was not 
unappealing, a couple years’ cellaring 
should address some of the vegetal 
flavors and take this tobacco to an even 
higher level.

Harb: One of the aged Virginia blends 
in Rattray’s lineup, Hal O’ the Wynd is 
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described as a broken flake of matured 
Virginias. The composition is mostly 
medium tan, red and brown ribbons 
that are thin. The aroma is sweet, with 
a hint of fruit and hay. Once stoked, 
the flavor is sharp, perky and robust, 
with plenty of depth and an underlying, 
light sweetness and fruitiness. Easy to 
provoke to overheat because of the thin 
cut, I preferred this blend in a small 
bowl and with a slow, soft draw. For 
those who do not think Virginia blends 
have much flavor, Hal O’ the Wynd will 
deliver the unexpected, because there is 
really a lot of flavor in the blend.

G.L. Pease New World Collection: 
JackKnife Plug
Gage: This dense, cake-pressed old-
style plug of aged and bright Virginias 
and dark-fired Burley begs to be played 
with, offering options to slice, rub out 
or chunk. It has a pronounced tin 
aroma of smoked, slow-cooked barbe-
cue pork. The pieces of leaf in the cake 
are quite large and ragged, with quite 
a few thick stems. While stems can be 
bitter, they were clearly an intentional 
part of the cake.

The leaves are layered, so slicing 
the cake is the only way to obtain the 

intended combination. Tearing results 
in a ragged mess. I suggest prepar-
ing your plug and returning it to the 
tin while it is pliable. Like all plugs 
and twists, it will be almost impos-
sible to work with if it dries out. Once 
sliced, it can be cubed or shredded into 
strands. The tobacco presented flavors 
of forest loam, black pepper, turbinado 
sugar and smoked meat. It consistently 
started with a more pronounced dark-
fired Burley flavor, and the Virginias 
developed sweetness and played a more 
prominent role in the final 75 percent 
of the smoke.

That said, it was difficult to keep lit 
due to its density and moisture content. 
I cut slices and cubes from the moist 
plug and gave them several days of 
open-air drying. The dried slices and 
cut cubes yielded a “stiffened” product 
that was much easier to work with and 
keep lit, yet it did not turn to powder 
despite vigorous rubbing out. I detected 
no difference in flavor between the 
moist and dry versions. Like many 
heavily pressed, dark plugs, it is strong 
and packs a powerful nicotine punch 
that was problematic for me. But if you 
can handle the nicotine, this manly 
blend can transport you to an era of 

sailing ships, railroad travel and horse-
drawn carriages.

Harb: Composed of dark-fired 
Kentucky and red Virginia that is 
layered on a core of bright Virginia, 
JackKnife Plug is then pressed and 
matured in cakes, and finally cut into 
blocks. The blocks can be along the 
layers for thin or thick ribbons, or cut 
on the ends for small or large cubes. 
I prefer ribbon cut, so I sliced off 
medium-thick slabs and rubbed them 
out. The plug form holds moisture, 
so I let the ribbons dry before pack-
ing. The aroma is mild, slightly sweet 
and fruity from the Virginias, and rich 
with the deep notes of the Kentucky. 
Once stoked through the charring 
light, the blend settles into a smooth 
smoke, with the Kentucky providing 
a rich depth of flavor and body. The 
blend is well-balanced so the Virginias 
add a smooth, mellow sweetness that 
complements the blend very nicely. 
Overall, this is an enjoyable blend that 
delivers a bold flavor level with nice 
interplay between the tobaccos. It is 
cool burning with body and complex-
ity, and it will surely develop a good 
following. P&T


